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+Hales Place

Sir raward ﬁales,ﬁth.aaronet puilt & mansion in the
second half of the 18th.Century.Next to it he puilt &
chapel, which vecame 8 Mass Centre for Roman Catholics
from all over East Kent.

In 1791 an set of Parliament enapled Roman Gatholics
in England tO have chapels legally castablished and that
at Hales Place became recognized vy the county justlces
of the peace in July 1791 as @& public place of worship-

The earliest surviving register dutes back to 1795.
The late Fr.Whatmore deecrived it in an article on
Hales Place in the Yuly 1950 issuc of Y“"The gouthwaek
Record' as follows: w1t measures gbout 7 inches by 5
and comprises 68 papes,sone of which are plank.The
cover is pape? a.nd both the material, the format,and
the handwriting of the voune are very poor.Upon the
cover in his OWL hané are written the qualifications of
tnhe then chaplain.ﬁe was the Rev.Thomas (;ooke yDe Do of

commetis = ..
St.Mary,commonly called du Change, formerly one€ of the
chaplains of Louis VI ot the castle of Chambord, ‘et
nwnc. pro tempore parochiae gancti 3t ephani prope
Gantuariam pastore‘ '

In another article in the August 1050 iscué of
"The gouthwark Record" Pr.'hatmore jescribed the wnd

surviving register: n{{ CcOVers the years 1804-39 and
R 1

P

measures 150 incnes by 6%.

Hdales Place continued to be a =onan Latholic jegion
centre until 1855, when & small chapel Was established
in qurgate.(The present c¢harch of 4t.Thomas in ayrgate
wWas opened in April 1875).7The chapel ab gles Place
was enlarged by the Frerch Tesuits wnho pought the
estate in 1880 but was demolished in 1928 after tney
nad sold the estate to & gevelopeTs

By pavid Cousins, 8.A., D.MAL, A.L.A.

6th September 1986



